PRACTITIONERS

	OUTDOOR PLAY
	Policy Statement

At Playdays we believe that outdoor play and learning is a vital part of children’s development as it gives children a chance to experience situations that cannot be achieved in an indoor environment.  This is particularly important due to the fact that the cohort of children that attend Playdays are primarily living in accommodation with no direct access to an outdoor space. Outdoors children have the opportunity to run around, balance, slide, tumble and take risks, which are all important parts of a child’s development.  We plan our outdoor environment as vigorously as we plan indoors and each of the seven areas of learning are covered.  We aim to take the children out each day, regardless of weather.

Procedures

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Sharing resources, role play, interacting with their peers
· Physical Development
Climbing, running, balancing, jumping, riding bikes and scooters, mark making, painting, weaving, threading
· Communication and Language
Small world activities, role play, socialising
· Mathematical Development
Problem solving, building construction, hopscotch, large number games
· Literacy
Reading, Cosy Pod, mark making, re-enacting stories
· Understanding the World
Looking after the environment, listening to the world around them, planting, growing vegetables, using microscopes and binoculars
· Expressive Arts and Design
Role play, messy play, acting out stories, using instruments, singing

We have the highest regard for Children’s safety so the following Procedures are in place:
· No children are allowed outside unless there is an adult present
· The garden area and padlock are checked each morning
· Sun hats and cream must be worn during hot weather
· Shaded areas are available during hot weather
· Covered areas are available during winter

Our outdoor environment covers all seven areas of learning, however it is not just a case of the indoors being resourced outdoors.  All outdoor resources are planned to provide an exciting and challenging outdoor environment where children can manage risks in a safe and supervised way, covering all seven areas of learning.

When playing outside your Child may come home messy or their clothes may have been changed due to getting wet.   This indicates that they have had a great time exploring the outdoor area.

As we aim for children to access the outdoor area on a daily basis, Parents must be advised that if they feel their child should not access the outdoor area due to ill health or any other reason, then we feel that they should not be attending Playdays on that day. 


This Policy was adopted on:  22nd August 2023 and reviewed on 1st September 2025
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This Policy relates to:  Practitioners Policies, Safeguarding Policies, Curriculum Policies, Health and Safety  Policy
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