CHILD PROTECTION – SAFEGUARDING
	6. USE OF MOBILE PHONES, TABLETS. SMART WATCHES AND CAMERAS

Policy Statement

We take steps to ensure that there are effective procedures in place to protect children from the unacceptable use of mobile phones, tablets and cameras in the setting by any Person within the Setting.

Procedures

	Personal mobile phones 
Personal mobile phones belonging to members of staff are not used on the premises in the areas available to children.  At the beginning of each day mobile phones belonging to practitioners are put in the Mobile Phone locker which is kept in the Kitchen.   Mobile phones are allowed to be used during Practitioners lunch breaks, provided they are used out of sight of children.   In the event of an emergency personal mobile phones may be used in the privacy of the kitchen (as long as no children are in those areas).  Practitioners are to ensure that the Setting’s own number is given to immediate family and other people who need to contact them in an emergency.  If Practitioners take their own mobile phones on outings, for use in the case of an emergency, they must not make or receive personal calls, or use the phone for any other purpose than making an emergency call.  Under no circumstances will practitioners use their own personal mobile phones to take photographs of children either in the setting or whilst on outings.  Parents and visitors are requested not to use their mobile phones or tablets whilst on the premises.  There is an exception if a visitor’s company or organisation operates a lone working policy that requires contact with their office periodically throughout the day.  Visitors will be advised of a suitable space where they can use their mobile phone, where there are no children present.

Smart Watches may be worn however phone calls must not be made or received and photographs must not be taken.

Cameras and video recorders
Practitioners must not bring their own cameras or video recorders into the setting.  Photographs and recordings of children are only taken for valid reasons i.e. to record their learning and development or for displays in the setting.  Photographs or recordings of children are only taken on equipment belonging to the setting. Camera and video use is monitored by the setting manager.  Where parents request permission to photograph or record their own children at special events permission will first be gained from all parents for their children to be included.  Photographs and recordings of children are only taken of children if there is written permission to do so.	

Personal Mobile Phones and Tablets – Parents/Volunteers/Outside Agencies
Playdays Preschool has a ‘no mobile phone’ Policy whilst inside the premises.  This is to ensure that your child is safely dropped off at the setting and that they can say goodbye to you without the interruption of a mobile phone call.   Your child’s safety is paramount to us and we would prefer that you refrain from using your mobile phone when your child is handed over at the beginning and end of the day.  If you wish to take photos of your child entering or leaving the building please refrain from doing so if there are other children within the vicinity.  

Playdays and staff tablets 
Playdays have their own tablets which are used to take photos for Tapestry and display purposes.  Parents have signed to say they give permission for their child’s photo to be taken and used for these purposes.  Staff are given permission to use their own ipad for recording their key children’s development. However, the photo sharing tool must be switched off on the ipad and photos of the children must be deleted after download to Tapestry.



This  Policy was updated on 1st September 2025.

Signed:		[image: Caroles signature.jpg]		C.J.MOORE/MANAGER/DSL
		[image: My signature.jpg]		G.V.DAVEY/MANAGER/Deputy DSL
                [image: Linda's signature.jpg]		L.A.SPECK/MANAGER

This Policy is in accordance with Safeguarding Policy, Confidentiality Policy, GDPR Policy, Use of Tapestry Policy
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